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CHINA COMMITTEE 


The China Committee of the Far Eastern Joint Office will hold its annual meeting at Union 
Theological Seminary, Room 305, on April 7, beginning at 9:30 A.M. Among the questions 
to be discussed are those of missionary work in Formosa, and the possibility of future relations 
with the churches on the mainland, All interested are invited to attend, 


TUNGHAI UNIVERSITY 


The Committee on Tunghai University of the United Board for Christian Colleges in China 
met on February 28, and the following news is culled from their report, Active building is now 
going on under the direction of Architect Pei and Engineer Paul Wiant, with the expectation of 
having enough completed by the end of August so that the first class may be received in Sep- 
tember, With a president still to be appointed, administration is for the present in the hands 
of the following committee; Stephen Tsai, who has been acting as comptroller, Dr. Tang 

Pshou-chien, Dean of Studies, and Dr, Wu Teh-yao, Dean of Liberal Arts, Dr, J, Theron 
Illick, formerly on the faculty of the University of Nanking, has been appointed Professor of 
Biology and acting Dean of Science, He and Mrs, Illick will probably go to Taiwan in June. 


WATCHING THE CHINESE CURTAIN FALL 


This 126-page paper-bound book is by Dr, W. J. Sheridan, formerly a Canadian mission- 
ary in Szechuan, and is published by the Mitchell Printing and Publishing Co., Ltd., Van- 
couver, It is an angry and extreme book, not willing to see anything good in the Communist 
program, nor anything less than ideal in the regime it displaced or in capitalism itself, How- 
ever, the charges brought against Communism can hardly be gainsaid, and it is worth while to 
have them detailed so forcefully, Further, the book is a wholesome antidote to those few vocal 
but unrepresentative Canadian colleagues of the author who have shown themselves so blindly 
pro-Communist, 


None of my own experiences with Communist officialdom were as horrible as those de- 
tailed here, but I recognize that foreigners in Nanking were treated more considerately than 
those in many other places, and so I am not prepared to contradict Dr. Ashley W. Lindsay who 
says in a Foreword, ‘‘The author has not overdrawn his word picture. For every incident he 
relates, many eyewitnesses could duplicate in as vivid colors, *’ 


However, it must be said that the book is not too well organized. For example, Chapter 
Five is entitled Religious Freedom Promised, but a large part of the chapter is given to a state- 
ment by H. Goodall of Kweichow, a CIM missionary, on the progressive restrictions on his own 
freedom of action, Such statements, while factual and worth keeping in mind, are hardly 
evidence as to whether the Chinese themselves are allowed any freedom of religious belief, 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 
in China, ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2,00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3,00, 
Pirmail $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7.00 in 25 cent zone, Please send payments as due, 
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STUDIES IN CHINESE THOUGHT 


The author has relied quite largely on statements made by Miss Eunice Peters, and has 
quoted her at considerable length. © 


Two new little publications have come to my notice recently which indicate a very real 
continuing interest in Chinese philosophy. The first is the Occasional Bulletin of the Mission- 
ary Research Library (3041 Broadway, New York 27) for January 20, 1955, which comprises two 
lectures by Dr, Chung- yuan Chang on Some Basic Philosophical Concepts in Confucianism and 
Taoism, The first lecture is entitled The Metaphysical Significance of Tao and Jen, The 
second is Psychic Transformation of the Self. This Occasional Bulletin is published ten to six- 
teen times a year at $1.00 a calendar year, 


The second is a new translation of the Tao Teh Ching put out by Mentor, one of the paper- of 
bound series of books sold in drugstores, The translator is Raymond Blakney, formerly Professor Lo 
in Fukien Christian University, After the war he was for several years in Peiping (Congrega- 
tional Mission) engaged in literary work. Each of the 81 chapters or poems of the work is trans- 


lated, and then the translation is followed by a paraphrase or comment, For example, the wi 
first sentence in Chapter | is translated: Ta 
There are ways but the Way is uncharted; 
There are names but not nature in words: Bri 
Nameless indeed is the source of creation pe! 
But things have a mother and she has a name, le 
he. 
This is then paraphrased: ‘None of the ways observed or described by us, in which things hap- rer 
pen or events occur, is the Master Way by which nature works, No word or name can disclose 
nature's deepest secret, Creation began in an event which is not identified and therefore has no CE 


name, All creatures, nevertheless, can be traced to a common mother or matrix, something 

to which such words as ‘‘mother’’ or ‘‘matrix’’ can be applied.’’ William Hung writes a short 

Foreword, and the translator has a judicious 37-page Introduction. © s. 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN COMMUNIST CHINA 


Mr. S. B. Thomas, author of Government and Administration in Communist China, has two 


articles on the above subject in the January and February numbers of the Far Eastern Survey, the Pe! 
first dealing with political and the second with economic developments. In the first he discusses Ne fe 


the new constitution and the elections at the different levels, We have already noted that in the 

composition of the National People’s Congress, city dwellers had one deputy for each hundred 

thousand of the population, whereas for the rest of the country the ratio was one to eight hundred Ch 
thousand, Thomas estimates that this gives the thirty million people in the twenty-four cities 

singled out for the special ratio about 300 deputies, as compared with 830 deputies for the re- 

maining 550 million (including the 150 quota for the national minorities), The deputies elected is 1 
were about one third Communist, the same proportion as in the People’s Political Consultative 

Conference formed in 1949, 90% of whose members reappeared as Congress deputies. He con- 


siders that military elements are less prominent today than in the initial years of the regime. let 

Li Li-san and Kao Kang were not members of the Congress, and seem to be in disfavor, Thomas he 

surmises that Kao Kang is being disciplined for having acted too independently in Manchuria. hay 

He has, however, not been publicly denounced, and so may stage a comeback. tov 
In the second article he gives figures on the 1954 industrial production, and concludes that 

while in comparison with the large industrialized countries of the world the figures are still firs 

extremely low, they do indicate ‘‘impressive progress, particularly in coal and pig iron pro- thi 


duction,’’ Improvement in steel production is still not very striking, but may increase rapidly 
in the next few years, ‘‘It is quite likely that a foundation for future accelerated industrializa- 
tion may be achieved by the end of the present decade.'’ There has as a result been ‘‘an ap- 
preciable growth in China’s national strength."* One indication of this is the recognition they 
are achieving from Russia. Ordinarily Russian publicists speak of the Communist bloc of nations 
as “‘headed by the Soviet Union’’, but in February Foreign Minister Molotov for the first time 
spoke of this bloc as ‘headed by the Soviet Union and the Chinese People’s Republic.*’ 
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MISSIONARY NEWS 


@ Five Catholic priests were deported from Shanghai in February, Fathers De Prunele, 
Tardani, Thiele, Mayoral, and Lefebvre, but only the first four arrived in Hong Kong, Father 
Lefebvre, a 70-year old Jesuit from Paris, died in Canton en route. The other four were already 
at Shumchun on the Hong Kong border when news reached them that Father Lefebvre, whom 
they had had to leave behind in Canton in a hospital, had died. Father Mayoral then returned 
to Canton to make funeral arrangements and was able to join his three colleagues in Hong Kong 
on the following day, Before he left Canton he had to sign a statement that Father Lefebvre had 
not died of external injuries but of illness, On March I another priest, Father Henri Bascher, 
arrived in Hong Kong after deportation from Shuyang, North Kiangsu. 


Miss Elsa Logan (formerly Hsuchow and Hangchow, Presbyterian) has resigned as Professor 
of German and French at the University of Dubuque, Iowa, to care for her mother, Mrs, O. T. 
Logan (formerly in Changteh, Hunan, Presbyterian) in Rochester, N.Y. 


Dr. Ralph Mortensen, formerly American Bible Society representative in China, is now 
with the Japan Bible Society in Tokyo, but after June 1 will be the ABS representative in Taipei, 
Taiwan, 


Among those who had been reported as in prison in China have been Dr. and Mrs, Homer 
Bradshaw (Presbyterian), Mrs, Laura Lau (mee Anderson) and Rev. W. L. Winter, both inde- 
pendent missionaries. According to latest reports Mrs, Bradshaw and Mrs, Lau have been re- 
leased from prison and are now living in Canton, Mrs, Bradshaw is reported to be in very poor 
health, but is evidently staying on in Canton hoping for the release of her husband, There is a 
report that Mr, Winter died in prison more than a year ago, 


CHURCH NEWS 


Archbishop H, W, K. Mowll of Australia, formerly Bishop of Western Szechuan, has re- 
ted receiving recently a photograph of an ordination service in Chengtu, showing Bishop C. 
} e:: Song presiding at the ordination. He did not go to the Christian Conference in Peking last 
summer, but that evidently did not mean that he is no longer active. 


Two books have been published recently by Wang Ming-tao, the evangelist-preacher in 
Peking. One is entitled Seven Reasons Why There Is a God, He has been subjected to a number 
of questioning periods, but his work still goes on, 


A letter from Shanghai dated November 22, 1954, indicates that the mooted union of 
Christian book shops and societies has been given up, 


Rev. Lin Tien-ho, retired China Bible House Secretary, formerly stationed in Chungking, 
is now living in Shanghai, and in improved health, 


Rev. Marcus Cheng conducted revival meetings in Community Church last November, The 
letter from Shanghai which reported this item adds rather caustically, ‘‘We can only pray that 
he himself may be revived, for one wonders how he could be used in his present state."" We 
have no way of knowing whether Christians in China are in general taking this critical attitude 
toward the 72-year old evangelist who has become such a vocal exponent of the new regime, 


At the Endeavorers’ Halloween party in 1953 a ‘“‘cynical, critical young man’’ made his 
first contact with this Christian group, Since then he has been baptized, has ‘‘grown in spiritual 
things’’, and by this past winter was described as *‘one of the coming leaders of the work,”’ 


There were widespread Christmas celebrations in the churches of coma end of 1954. 

The Theological Seminary choir gave a recital in the Jen Chi church on Christmas Day, A 

joint choir from all the churches of the city held a musical service in the Canton YMCA on Dec, 

19, with Rev, Li Chia-mo presiding and Rev, T’ang Ma-t’ai preaching, Catholics held high 

mass in the Shihshih Cathedral on Christmas Eve, while the Canton Catholic Patriotic Associa- 

tion held a Christmas party, Other churches mentioned as holding special Christmas services 
Qrere: CCC: Jen Chi, Kuang Hsiao and Chi Chu Yung churches; Episcopal; Lord Salvation 

(sic) 


